
 
 

January 8, 2025 

 

To the Members of the General Assembly: 

 
We, the undersigned, represent the many Virginia-based businesses that are directly impacted by our state’s film 

and television industry. When a production comes to Virginia, the total economic impact on our gross domestic 

product is massive, and it is due in large part to the fact that local vendors like us are hired to provide services to 

the production. 

 

Virginia is one of 40 states or U.S. territories that utilize incentives for film and television projects, and it’s easy to 

see why. A single production can bring hundreds of lucrative, highly-skilled jobs to a region – from set-builders to 

electricians to truck drivers. But these jobs also include those from vendors.  

 

All told, our businesses represent everything from commercial HVAC, cleaning services, sanitation services, 

environmental consulting, generators, security, signage, supplies, tent rental, and traffic control. The list goes on 

and on.  

 

These bills aren’t designed to make millionaires and billionaires richer. They are designed to be a boon for 

businesses like ours, because it would create a year-round marketplace for the film industry in Virginia. In other 

words, temporary jobs in Virginia would become full-time jobs. 

 

We urge you to think about the bigger picture and consider the total economic impact of investments in film and 

television projects in Virginia. Our businesses and livelihoods depend on it. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chase Appish, jiji’s Frozen Custard 

Malcolm Andress, RVA Street Foodies & Soul Ice 

Traci Chinault, P.D. Brooks Traffic Control 

John Gates, Gates Antiques 

Theresa Hartless, Transit Lumber Company  

Ben Kastelberg, Caravati's Inc. 

Chloe Kottwitz, Uptown Neon 

Kate Leffler, Colesville Nursery, Inc. 

Gary Lewis, Capital Waste 

Henry Loving, Lee's Famous Recipe Chicken 

Travis McGuire, Father Brain 

Missy Moorefield, Southern Fasteners & Supply 

Cam Morrison, Mobile Dumps 

Cindy Paxton, Uptown Color 

Ricky Palmore, Southern Carlson 

Greer Pleasants, Sr., Pleasant Pest Control & Sanitation Services 

Rob Reynolds, Benjamin Moore & Spectrum Paint 

Ben Rossi, Zooom Printing, LLC 

John Siewers, Siewers Lumber and Millwork 

John Washburn, Sunbelt 

 

   
   



State Delegate Hyland Buddy Fowler, 

Greetings Delegate Fowler,  

I hope you and your family are doing well this Holiday season. We have met you several times throughout the 
past 20 years of our family living in Hanover County. You may remember me as the vice president of VICFA 
(Virginia Independent Consumers and Farmers Association) the farm and food freedom group for the state of 
Virginia. 

I have been working in the Virginia film, TV, and theater production industry for over 10 years now and am 

writing to you today in support of Virginia's investments in film productions. Since 2019 I have been a union 

member of IATSE Local 487 (International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees). This Summer I had the 

privilege of working as crew on the Universal Pictures Pharrell Williams musical movie and as a vendor 

supplying my props and set pieces for the prodcution. It was a fantastic opportunity for Virginia! I have also 

worked on many major film sets, Indy productions, commercials, and live theater and opera in Virginia.  

 For the past 5 years I have operated a small business, Pursue Props, a production prop house in Ashland, 

Virginia that supplies props, set pieces, wardrobe, and more items that are needed for various productions. As 

a prop house, I am frequently sourcing and shopping for specific things that are required for a production. The 

shopping that I do helps other industries and businesses in Virginia. 

I also bid on items from auctions that are based in Virginia. This all helps with our economy, keeping the 

money in our state. 

Presently, our incentive programs rank near the bottom of national rankings, so it's time to bolster our tax 

credits and grants to make Virginia more economically competitive in the region. During the 2024 legislative 

session, the bills that were considered were HB 771 and SB 251, and are currently being studied in tax 

subcommittees.  

 

As a constituent, I appeal to you to support increasing funds to support the film and television industry. My 

small business operation depends on these programs.  Without the incentives, the film industry will not come 

to Virginia. 

 

Thank you for your  time and consideration. Please feel free to conatct me if you would like to learn more 

about this beneficial industry that I have the pleasure to work in (when we get the work in Virginia!) 

Susan M Verbeeck 

Pursue Props 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PLEASANT PEST CONTROL & SANITATION SERVICES LLC 8151 Staples 

Mill Road  
Henrico, VA 23228  

804.553.1400 Office / 804.553.1021 Fax  
www.pleasantpcs.com  

October 4, 2024  

To Whom It May Concern:  

I am writing to express my strong support for the legislation aimed at bringing more film production to  Virginia. For over 10 years, 

our small business has been actively engaged with the Virginia Film Industry;  therefore, supporting this legislation is crucial for 

small businesses like mine, as it directly impacts our ability  to sustain and grow. Throughout the past several years, we have 

successfully competed with larger corporate  businesses. The ability to thrive in this competitive landscape is vital for our success 

and for the community  we serve.  

The financial support provided through increased film productions in Virginia has allowed us to expand our  workforce, offer 

competitive wages, and provide benefits that enhance our employees' quality of life. As a  result, our employees have benefited from 

increased hours, enabling them to make substantial purchases and  invest in their futures. For instance, we have had employees 

purchase homes and successfully put their  children through school because of the jobs created here. Importantly, this support has 

helped us avoid layoffs,  allowing us to continue serving our community effectively.  

We typically dedicate 8 to 10 employees to work directly related to film production. In addition to hiring more  employees, we have 

invested in new technology, purchased additional equipment, and expanded our services.  This commitment reflects our dedication 

not only to sustaining our business but also to contributing positively  to our local economy.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I urge you to support the legislation that enables us to thrive and  positively impact our 

community.  

Best,  

Greer Pleasants, Sr.  
Owner/President 
 

 

 

 

 



HAYDEN TOWNSEND  

To Whom It May Concern,  

My name is Hayden Townsend, co-owner of Hawkeye Graphics, located in Richmond, Virginia. We are a small 

business of 5-6 employees that produces decals, signage, and vehicle graphics to the region and surrounding 

states. Our team is made up of some great people who care about their work, but also really care about their 

loved ones and their work / life balance. I mention this simply because my main job as the owner is to help my 

team succeed and have a great work life as well as home life.  

 For the last 5 years, the television and film projects in the Richmond and surrounding areas have  generated 

extra income for our shop and many other local businesses. Not only has that helped our company “bridge” 

over the slower portions of our work seasons, but it has actually allowed us to provide extra incentives and 

bonuses to our team members. With this increased revenue our business and team members have been able to 

accomplish the following:  

 - Double our shop space from 2,800 s.f. to 5,700 s.f.  

 - Add additional equipment to our shop resulting in 200% production growth (along with 

increased  material purchases from local businesses)  

 - 4 out of 5 employees were able to purchase their first house from the raises and incentives that  we 

were able to offer   

 Because of the television and film projects that have come to the area over the last few years, my team has 

found stability in housing, stability in personal finances, as well as the ability to afford and enjoy a healthy work-

life balance. There are many additional benefits due to the influx of these projects, such as material sales, 

lodging, taxable transactions, etc. But, for our company, it has really helped us  grow and increase our impact 

on the local economy.   

Thank you for your time, 

Hayden Townsend   

 

 
Dear Senator McDougle, 



  
I am writing on behalf of our business, Gates Antiques, Ltd., to express our strong support for continued or 
expanded funding and incentives for film production in the Commonwealth of Virginia. We have proudly supported 
the film industry since the early 1980s and have experienced firsthand the economic and cultural benefits that 
these productions bring to our state. 
  
Through partnerships cultivated by the Virginia Film Office, our shop has had the privilege of contributing to 
several notable films and series produced in Virginia. For example, we rented numerous antique pieces for use as 
props in acclaimed productions such as Lincoln (2012), Harriet (2019), and The Good Lord Bird (2020). These 
opportunities provided a valuable revenue stream for our business, enabling us to invest in critical capital 
improvements, including roof repairs and the replacement of an HVAC unit. Furthermore, we have been able to 
capitalize on marketing opportunities by showcasing antiques associated with these popular movies, which 
enhances our visibility and customer engagement. 
  
It is worth noting, however, that we have also provided furnishings for productions filmed out of state, such as 
HBO’s The Gilded Age. While we benefitted financially from these projects, the Commonwealth of Virginia did not. 
Productions filmed outside Virginia do not generate the same economic ripple effects, such as local job creation, 
tourism, and increased business for local vendors, that occur when projects are based here. 
  
The film industry brings significant economic benefits to Virginia by creating jobs, boosting tourism, and promoting 
local businesses. Expanding support for film production in the Commonwealth will help ensure that Virginia 
remains a competitive and attractive location for filmmakers, allowing businesses like ours to continue thriving 
while contributing to the state’s economic growth. 
  
We respectfully urge you and the General Assembly to sustain and enhance Virginia’s commitment to supporting 
film production. I would be happy to speak with you personally about how my business and others have benefited 
from Virginia’s film industry. 
  
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
  
  
  

 

Jay Gates 

Vice President 
  
  
12700 Old Buckingham Road 
Midlothian, VA  23113-2818 
(804)794-8472 
  
  
www.gatesantiques.com 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gatesantiques.com/


Dec. 1, 2024 

Good afternoon,  

My name is Roslyn Ryan and I am the co-owner of The Café at Maidens in Powhatan, Virginia, the county I have called 
home since 2002.  I’d like to sincerely thank you for allowing me to address you today and to share the impact that the 
film industry’s work in Virginia has had on my small business.  

I hope you will not mind indulging me, but I would like to open my remarks to this esteemed group with a quote about 
the restaurant industry that I have always enjoyed: 

“If you have a person who did you wrong, talk him into going into the restaurant business. He’ll make a living, but 
you’ll get even with him for the rest of his life.” 

I share this quote almost entirely in jest, but as a restaurant owner for the past 15 years I can attest to the ribbon of 
truth that runs through it. Please do not let me mislead you: Running a restaurant can be tremendous fun and 
incredibly fulfilling. But it can also be, at the same time, both physically exhausting and terribly stressful.  

It was mostly the latter, less enticing parts of the business that my husband and I were wrestling with in the early part 
of 2010, a little less than a year after opening our cafe in a converted service station on the side of Route 522. It had 
been a long-time dream to own a business, but after surviving the challenges of getting the cafe open, as well as 
several unexpected calamities and a brutal winter complete with a record-setting number of snowstorms, we found 
ourselves that spring tapped out in just about every way a person could be. And that included, of course, financially.  

As has been the case for so many fledgling businesses, this probably should have been the end of our story. In fact, 
we had just about resigned ourselves to the fact that we were finished when we received a call one morning from a 
gentleman asking if we could provide a few dozen box lunches for a film crew working over at the State Farm, just a 
few miles away from the store. It was only a one-time fill-in job since the caterer they were working with had been 
unable to come that day, but we were happy to have the work. Plus, it offered a way to hang on just a little bit longer to 
what we had worked so hard to create.  

The day after we delivered the order the man called back. He was brief: They had liked the food very much, he said. 
Would we be able to cater the rest of the shoot? 

Even today I can still feel the electric joy of that moment, the sense of relief and the flicker of hope. Maybe, just 
maybe, we were going to be OK.  

The next few weeks were a whirlwind as we scrambled to figure out how to get the daily orders completed and 
delivered to the set on time. We were learning as we went, giving it everything we had, knowing full well that we had 
been gifted a second chance that so many other businesses never get. 

The influx of capital didn’t just allow us to keep the doors open. It bought us enough time to course correct, to figure 
out what we had been doing wrong, where we could make adjustments and what steps we could take to bring in more 
business.   

In short, it saved us. Fifteen years later we are a thriving small business with eight employees, the ability to meet the 
challenges we face from a position of strength and we are so incredibly grateful for the role the film industry in Virginia 
played in getting us here.  

(The movie they were filming that spring, which turned out to be “Lincoln,” ended up doing pretty well too!)  

While there is no spot on a P&L report for this, it would be impossible to deny that getting to take part in the film 
industry—even in our small way—has been such an extraordinary experience for us and our staff on a personal level. 
But it has also been a boon for business, simply by infusing a bit of that Hollywood magic that so many people want to 
be a part of.  

Have we met movie stars? Yes, yes we have, and someday if any of you would like to come by the café I would like 
nothing more than to treat you to lunch and share with you my story of snagging a picture with Ethan Hawke on my 40 th 
birthday. One day Andrew McCarthy, whom you might remember as the best-looking member of the Brat Pack in the 



1980s, took a photo with our staff that we later posted on Instagram. What followed was a veritable stampede of well-
dressed women around my age who suddenly realized that they needed to pick up lunch immediately.  

As time has gone by we have gotten to know so many wonderful people associated with the film industry, from actors 
to crew members. Many of the incredibly hard-working carpenters and other building trades workers who live in our 
area remain beloved customers to this day.  

In the grand scheme of things, our story showcases only one tiny way that the film industry in Virginia has had a 
positive—in our case life-changing—impact. But I would be willing to bet that there are many, many other people who 
can attest to the ripple effect that even one production has on the thousands of businesses across the 
Commonwealth.  

In closing, I’d just like to thank you for allowing me to share our story, and for the time and consideration you have 
given in support of the film industry’s continued partnership with the Commonwealth.  

Sincerely,  

Roslyn Ryan 

Co-owner, The Café at Maidens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


